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North East Regional Manufacture's Association

416 Production St North

Aberdeen, SD  57401

605-229-5335
Helping our members obtain mutual financial benefit through leveraging commodity purchases and sharing common processes, services and professional training.

TO:

NERMA Members

FROM:
Chris Haar

SUBJECT:
Minutes from March 30, 2006
PRESENT:
Chris Haar, Dennis Chasteen, Jim Campbell, Mike Williams, David Kreber, Mark Vaux, Carla Benson, Randy Deed, Roger Feickert, Rock Nelson
The second quarter meeting of NERMA met on Thursday, March 30, 2006 at the Aberdeen Development Corporation.

Rock Nelson, the International Marketing Director with the Sioux Falls Development Foundation, was our guest speaker.  Rock explained how the Port in Sioux Falls operates and how he can help with importing goods directly into South Dakota from overseas.  He also explained some of the connections that he has with companies and individuals to find foreign markets for South Dakota made products.  I have attached a letter from Rock giving a better description of his services.
The next NERMA meeting will be held in third quarter 2006.  If anyone is interested in hosting the meeting, please let me know.  Likewise, if you have an idea or interest in a speaker, please let me know.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Christopher A. Haar

Aberdeen Development Corporation

Letter from Rock Nelson on following page:

Good Afternoon Chris,

I want to thank you once again for allowing me to speak with your firm’s members of the Northeastern Regional Manufacturers’ Association.  I am enclosing a sample of the letter that I mail to each potential importing and exporting client.

“As you know, my name is Rock Nelson and I am the South Dakota International Marketing Director for the Sioux Falls Development Foundation, the Chamber of Commerce and the Airport Authority.  I specialize in helping companies that import shipments from outside of the U.S. by ocean, air, truck and rail to clear them through Port #3502 – Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

My services are provided for free by the above entities; I help the importer, shipper, freight-forwarder and customs broker in making this procedure to go as seamless as possible ie. tracking freight, soliciting and negotiating competitive freight rates and customs brokerage rates, warehouse storage rates, couriering of documents, finding lost documents and freight, helping with insurance claims, sourcing of overseas imported products, researching duty rates, etc. and whatever other ways that I might be of assistance.  I also am able to help you with your exporting needs.

Our Port does all of the things that the big ports do.  As one of our nation’s youngest ports, it was established by the U.S. Congress and approved by the U.S. Department of Treasury on December 1st, 1995.  It recognizes the needs of today’s market place as all imports are cleared by the In-bond or Paired Port systems.  Importers “pre-file” while their freight is in transit and upon clearance it can be delivered directly when no inspections are required.

Local as well as regional importers have begun to take advantage of the many benefits that are offered by clearing through our port.  Our port clears freight that is destined to northwestern Iowa, southwestern Minnesota, northeastern Nebraska (including Sioux City) and all of South Dakota.  Customs inspections can be conducted at the local container freight station, Foreign Trade Zone #220, bonded warehouse, any bonded carrier’s local terminal and any importer’s site within our Port’s limits (Lincoln & Minnehaha Counties) on a case by case basis.  U.S. Custom’s policy in nearly all other cities requires that 100% of all imports be taken to a bonded facility before they are cleared.  Our Port eliminates couriering fees by accepting faxed readable copies.  Bonded carriers provide overnight service from Minneapolis, Omaha and Chicago to Sioux Falls and the surrounding region.  Several major Minneapolis freight-forwarding/customs brokerage firms clear daily through our Port.

Our Port’s speed, efficiency and well-developed infrastructure have allowed its clearings to increase dramatically.  In short, we ask that you consider using our Port as it speeds up the time for cargo to arrive, cuts your costs and gives you the sincere attention and personalized service that you deserve.

Sincerely,

Rock Nelson - International Marketing Director
Sioux Falls Development Foundation
Chamber & Airport Authority
3701 Aviation Ave
Sioux Falls SD 57104
(605) 782 7217 - Office
(605) 941 6696 - Cell
(605) 782 7212 - Fax
rock@busav.com
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