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North East Regional Manufacture's Association

416 Production St North

Aberdeen, SD  57401

605-229-5335
Helping our members obtain mutual financial benefit through leveraging commodity purchases and sharing common processes, services and professional training.

TO:

NERMA Members

FROM:
Chris Haar

SUBJECT:
Minutes from October 18, 2006
PRESENT:
Chris Haar, Mike Williams, David Kreber, Mark Vaux, Roger Feickert, Jim Barringer, Terry Richardson, Bob Saylor, Orlando Sheets, Chris Berger, Chris Brushier, Margot Gillette, Jim Kreber, Tracy Smith, Leigh Otterlei, Randy Addel, Deb Shepard, Shane Ortmeier, Myron Johnson
The fourth quarter meeting of NERMA met at 11:30 a.m. at 3M.  We wish to thank 3M for their hospitality.
Orlando Sheets gave an overview of 3M’s need for degreed technicians and how they have worked with Lake Area Technical Institute to bring LATI’s Robotics curriculum to Aberdeen.  LATI will begin offering their 2 year Associates degree in Robotics Technology in Aberdeen beginning January 2007.

The Robotics Tech course will run for three years.  The classroom portion is done over the internet and the students can do that anytime of the day or night.  The labs meet every other weekend in Aberdeen.  There are some general education courses which the students would take at Northern State University to complete the degree.  These courses are fully transferable between the two institutions.
The desired class size is between 7 to 15 people and LATI is currently looking for some additional people to fill the class.  If you know someone who would like to obtain this degree, please have them contact LATI.  The curriculum information is attached with these minutes.

LATI also provides other courses on a case by case base for companies.  If you have a specific need, please contact Myron Johnson with LATI to see what they have available.

The next NERMA meeting will be held first quarter 2007.  If anyone is interested in hosting the meeting, please let me know.  Dr. Richardson suggested we invite all of our purchasing people to discuss similarities and possible synergies in that area of our businesses.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Christopher A. Haar

Aberdeen Development Corporation
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